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A brief introduction – What is Travel?

Travel is a league where teams travel to compete against teams of the same age group from other soccer clubs in the PA West Soccer Association.  The Travel League is more competitive than Dynamo's Recreation League, though in keeping with the Dynamo Philosophy.  
Dynamo travel continues to emphasize development of fundamental soccer skills, knowledge of the rules of soccer, and good sporting behavior. We want our players to learn the game, to build character, to set objectives and to strive toward them, to gain personal confidence and pride, and to have FUN. The winning of games is the focus of the play not the measure of success. Our primary objective is to teach children how to play soccer.  The US Youth Soccer Association also advocates this philosophy of developing players while having fun. It is a philosophy that takes the long view - and that is to encourage players to continue to play soccer throughout their lives. Players who enjoy the game will stick with it through their teenage years and, hopefully, into their adult careers.  
How can a player join a Travel League team?
Entry to the Travel League is via tryouts. Tryouts are for U10 through U14 age groups.  Tryouts are announced in early spring.   New and returning players attend two tryout sessions – and they must register for tryouts via the Dynamo web site.  The two sessions take place in late spring for the next fall/spring playing season.   
U10 through U14 age groups play both a fall and spring season; U 15 through U19 age groups only play a spring season due to high school soccer conflicts.   
The U10 age group includes players who are both U9 age and U10 age in the fall.  Go to PA West Age Group Table to understand how age groups are determined. 
After tryouts, the Travel Commissioner and coaches review the evaluations and determine teams for the upcoming season.  Initiations to join a team are sent out over the summer at which time registration opens.  Registration for travel is through the Dynamo Web Site.  Uniform orders are placed at the time of registration. 

Who coaches Travel teams?
Travel coaches are volunteers who are interested in the Dynamo approach, soccer in general and in coaching at a more competitive level. Typically the coach is a parent of a child on the team. Dynamo requires (and will pay for) travel coaches to obtain an E-level or higher coaching license that is taught by instructors certified by the US Youth Soccer Association. 

Who Referees Travel Games?

Each club is required to provide referees for home games. The referees are youth and adults.  The referees are skilled but do range in experience.  We must all work towards greater respect for the referees.  Many of the travel [p-layers are also referees.   We - coaches and parents - must set the example and recognize that referees are fallible; they are human beings, and every once in a while teenagers (and adult refs) make a mistake.  BUT - most of the time they are right. And while some of the rules in soccer may be questionable or difficult to interpret, once a call is made it is the call, whether we understand it or not.  The human element of the game is also one of the beautiful aspects of the game.  

When are Travel games and practices played?
The Travel League is sometimes also referred to as the "Sunday League" because games are played on Sunday. Games are usually scheduled to begin no earlier than noon.  Each season a team will be scheduled for six to eight games. Half of a team's games will be at home and half away. 

Some teams may also participate in PA West sanctioned tournaments. This is a decision that is usually reached collaboratively among the coaches, parents and players.

Travel teams practice two evenings a week at one of the city fields in the Squirrel Hill vicinity.
What are the different Divisions in travel about?
Travel offers different divisions within age groups to provide different levels of play. PA West offers the following divisions of play:
Division 3b; Division 4; Division 5; Division 6 will play in the Sunday Travel League.  
· Division 3b will play games throughout the PA West geographic area that includes seven districts stretches from northern West Virginia to Erie and goes to State College to the east.  
· Divisions 4, 5 and 6 will play in District 1 which stretches east from Pittsburgh with games usually nor more than an hour away

Division 1; Division 2 and Division 3a will play in the Classic League on Saturdays.  These teams will play Community and private clubs; games are throughout the PA West geographic area that includes seven districts and stretches from northern West Virginia to Erie and State College to the east.  

Age groups are grouped into two year ranges.  For instance - U11 and U12 play the same rules; U13 and U14 play the same rules.  It is also important to understand that in U11 and U13, PA West only allows teams to enter into Division 3b or higher.  Therefore, often when we have a team made up of all U11 age players the team will play in the U12 league at Division 5. Then the following year they can move to Division 4 or Division 3b, depending upon what is appropriate. 

Parent Rules and Expectations

· Set the example and adhere to the Dynamo Philosophy 

· NO coaching from sidelines
· RESPECT the players, other teams, referees, coaches, families – Respect The Game.

Volunteering is required – please click here for more information

